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It was the nails that we were always in want of, did not matter what the length.
The word but mentioned and our senses went on high alert.

The back swing of hefting the hammer set us off balance

before we could place our perception of precision on the head of our intent.

On every board you could nearly bet there would be three bent nails to every straight one.
Thus became the name of our tree house, Three to One.

Ernst was our gopher because he was good at “borrowing” things.

When he came back with a carelessly laid carpenter apron with pockets full of four inch nails,
we were nearly beside ourselves.

| paid him in odds and ends, collections that had lost their priority.

He never set foot in our regal domain.

We would look up and there he’d be .... perched on the nearest limb,

sitting on his hunches, balancing, toes splayed.

Because of this we called him Monkey Boy.



